THE CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 

1. A method of treating buHmia in a patient which comprises administering to 

5 said patient in need of such treatment a therapeutically effective amount of (+) norcis^ride, 
or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, substantially free of its (-) stereoisomer. 

2. The method of claim 1 , wherein the mammal is a human. 

10 3. Hie method of claim I, v^erein (+) norcisapride is administered orally. 

4. Hie method of claim 3, v/hscein. (+) norcisq>ride is administered as a tablet 
or a capsule. 

5, The method of claim I, wharein the amount administered is from about 0.5 
mg to about 500 mg. 

6. Hie method of claim 5, wherein the amoimt administered is from about 1 mg 
to about 250 mg. 

7. The method of claim I, wherein (+) norcisapride is administered togetiier 
with a pharmaceutically acc^table carrier. 

8, The method of claim 3, wherein said (+) norcisapride is administered from 
25 one to four times p«: day. 

9, Hie method of claim 1, wherein (+) noicis«^)ride is administered 
pareatCTally, transdermally, rectally or sublingually. 

30 10. A method of treating disorders mediated by vagal activity in a patient vdiich 

comprises administering to said patient in need of such treatment a therapeuticallj^effective 
amount of (+) norcisapride, or a pharmaceutically accqjtable salt thereof substantially free 
of its (-) stereoisomer. 
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1 1 . The method of claim 1 0, wherein the mammal is a human. 



12. The method of claim 10, wherein (+) norcisapride is administered orally. 

5 13. The method of claim 12, wherein (+) norcisapride is administered as a tablet 

or a capsule. 

14. The method of claim 10, wh^ein the amount administOTed is from about 0.5 
mg to about 500 mg. 

10 

15. Tlie m^od of claim 14, wherein flie amount administered is from about 1 
mg to about 250 mg. 

16. Tlie method of claim 10, wherein (+) norcisapride is administered togetha: 
15 with a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 

17. The method of cldm 12, wherein said (+) norcis^ride is administered from 
one to four times p«r day. 

20 18. Ihe method of claim 10, vdierein (+) norcisi^ride is administered 

parenterally, transdOTnally, rectally or sublingually. 

19. A method of treating irritable bowel syndrome in a pati^t which comprises 
administering to said patient in need of such treatment a therz^utically effective amount of 

25 (+) norcisapride, or a pharmaceutically acc^table salt (hereof; substantially free of its (-) 
st«:coisomer. 

20. The method of cljum 19, wherein the mammal is a human. 

30 21 . The method of claim 19, wherein (+) norcisapride is administered orally. 

22. The method of claim 21, wherein (+) norciss^ride is administered as a tablet 
or a capsule. 
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23. The method of claim 19, wherein the amount administered is from about 0.5 
mg to about 500 mg. 



24. The method of claim 23, wherein the amount administered is from about 1 
mg to about 250 mg. 

25. The method of claim 19, wherein (+) norcisapride is administered together 
with a pharmaceutically acc^table carrier, 

26. The method of cljum 21, wherein said (+) norcisapride is administered from 
one to four times p«: day. 

27. The method of claim 19, vdierein (+) norcisj^ride is administered 
pareatCTally, transdemially, rectally or sublingually, 

28. A method of treating bradycardia or bradyarthythmia in a patient which 
comprises administering to smd patient in need of such treatment a therapeutically effective 
amount of (+) norcisj^ride, or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof substantially free 
of its (-) stereoisomer, 

29- Hie method of claim 28, wherein the patient is a human. 

30. The method of claim 28, wherein (+) norcisapride is administered orally. 

3 1, Hie method of claim 30, wh^ein (+) norcisapride is administered as a tablet 
orac^sule, 

32. The method of claim 28, whearein the amount administered is from about 0.5 
mg to about 500 mg. 

33, The method of claim 32, v^iierein the amount administered is fionv^bout I 
mg to about 250 mg. 
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34. The method of claim 28, wherein (+) norcisapride is administered together 
with a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 



35. T!ie method of claim 30, wherein said (+) norcisapride is administered from 
5 one to four times per day. 

36. The method of claim 28, wherein (+) norcisapride is administered 
parenterally, transdermally, rectally or sublingually. 

10 37. A method of treating asthma in a patient which comprises administering to 

said padent in need of such treatment a tfaCTapeutically effective amount of (+) norcisapride, 
or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thCTeo^ substantially fiee of its (-) stareoisom«:. 

38. Ttie method of claim 37, wherein the patient is a human. 

15 

39. The method of clsdm 37, wherein (+) norcis^ride is administCTed orally. 

40. The method of claim 39, wherein (+) noroiss^ride is admudstered as a tablet 
or a capsule. 



W 20 

mg to about 500 mg. 



5" 41, Hie method of claim 37, wherein the amount administered is from about 0.5 



42. Tlie method of claim 41, wherein the amount administCTed is from about 1 
25 mg to about 250 mg. 

43 . The method of cldm 3 7, wherein (+) norcisapride is administered togefii«" 
with a pharmaceutically acc^table carrier. 

30 44, The method of claim 39, wherein said (+) norcisapride is administered from 

one to four times per day. *1 
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45. The method of claim 37, wherein (+) norcisapride is administered 
parenterally, transdermally, rectally or sublingually. 

46. A method of treating urinary incontinence in a patient which comprises 
administering to said patient in need of such treatment a therapeutically effective amount of 
(+) norcisapride, or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, substantially free of its (-) 
sta:eoisomer. 



47. The method of cldm 46, wherein the pati^ait is a mammal. 



48. The method of claim 46, wherein (+) norcisapride is administered orally. 

49. The mdfaod of claim 48, wherein (+) norcisjqpride is administered as a tablet 
or a capsule. 

50. The method of claim 46, wherein the amount administered is from about 0.5 
mg to about 500 mg. 

5 1. Hie method of claim 50, wherein the amount administered is from about 1 
mg to about 250 mg. 

52. The method of claim 46, wherein (+) norcisapride is administered together 
with a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 

53. The method of claim 48, wherein said (+) norcisjqpiide is administered from 
one to four times per day. 

54. The method of claim 46, wherein (+) norcisapride is administered 
parenterally, transdermally, rectally or sublingually, 

55. A method of treating apnea or apnea disorders in a patient which cqrnprises 
administeing to said patient in need of such treatment a ther^eutically effective amount of 
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(+) norcisapride, or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, substantially free of its (-) 
stereoisomer. 



56. The method of claim 55, wherein the apnea being treated comprises central 
5 apnea, deglutition apnea, obstructive apnea, sleep apnea, or sleep induced apnea. 

57. The method of claim 55, wherein the patient is a humaiL 

58. The method of claim 55, wherein (+) norcis^ride is adnunistered orally. 

10 

59. The method of claim 58, wiierein (+) noiciss^iide is administCTed as a tablet 
or a capsule. 

60. The method of claim 55, \viierein the amount administered is from about 0.5 
15 mg to about 500 mg. 

6 1 . The method of ckum 60, whCTein the amount administered is from about 1 
mg to about 250 mg. 

20 62. The method of claim 55, wherein (+) norcisapride is administered together 

with a pharmaceutically acc^table carrier. 

63. The method of claim 58, wherein said (+) norcisapride is administered from 
one to four times pea day. 

25 

64. Tlxe method of claim 55, wherein (+) norcisapride is administered 
parenteraliy, transdemally, recfally or sublingually. 

65. A method of preventing or managing buliirua in a patient which comprises 
30 administering to said patient in need of such prevooition or management a ther^eutically 

effective amount of (+) norcisapride, or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof^ 
substantially free of its (-) stereoisomer. 
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66. A method of preventing or managing disorders mediated by vagal activity in 
a patient which comprises administering to said patient in need of such prevention or 
management a therapeutically effective amount of (+) norcisapride, or a pharmaceutically 
acceptable salt thereof, substantially free of its (-) stereoisomer. 

5 

67. A method of preventing or managing irritable bowel syndrome in a patient 
which comprises administering to said patient in need of such prevention or management a 
therz^eutically effective amount of (+) norcisi^ride, or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt 
thereof substantially free of its (-) stCTeoisomer. 

10 

68. A method of preventing or managing bradycardia or bradyarrhytfamia in a 
padeat which comprises administering to said patient in need of such prevention or 
managCTient a therapeutically effective amount of (+) norcisapride, or a pharmaceutically 
acceptable salt thereof substantially free of its (-) stereoisomer. 

15 

69. A method of preventing or managing asthma in a patient which comprises 
administering to said patient in need of such prevention or management a therapeutically 
effective amount of (+) norcisapride, or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof 
substantially free of its (-) stereoisomer. 

20 

70. A method of prevailing or managing urinary incontin^ce in a patient which 
comprises administering to said patient in need of such prevention or management a 
therapeutically effective amount of (+) norcisapride, or a pharmaceutically accq)table salt 
thereof substantially free of its (-) stereoisomer. 

25 

71. A method of preventing or managing apnea or apnea disorders in a patient 
which comprises administ^ing to said patient in need of such prevention or management a 
therapeutically effective amoimt of (+) norcisapride, or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt 
thereof substantially free of its (-) stereoisomer, 

30 

<n 
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